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‘LET DOWN": Sons and
daughters, from left, Philip
Mason, Elaine Smith, Jennifer
Edwards and Christopher
Mason after the inquest
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diarrhoea and was found to
have shallow breathing and
discolouration of the feet.

At the inquest, Firland’s care
centre manager at the time,

- Rachel Court, confirmed the
problems had been identified
the previousday.

However the inquest heard
there was no evidence she was
monitored, checked or even
seen between the hours of
1.20am and 7.05am on March
15. This was despite instruc-
tions she should be turned in
herbed every two hours.

Doctors at the hospital told
the inguest they believed Mrs
Mason'’s condition had been de-
cliningforawhile. .

“Dr Malik ; gave clear evidence
that, in his view, if Mrs Mason
had been taken to hospital
earlier, either when the family
asked for a-medical review, or
when Mrs Mason became agit-
ated, or even when the GP at-
tended on March 9, on a bal-
ance of probabilities, Mrs Ma-
son.could have surv1ved ? the
coronersaid.

In conclusion, the coroner
said the failings were: “a mat-
ter of misjudgement by the pro-
fessionals rather than specific

intention toleavea sick woman

withoutassistance.”

She delivered a narrative ver-
dict that: “On the balance of
probabilities, her death, at the
time, was preventable if earlier
hospital medical intervention
and treatment had been sought
and given”.

After the inquest; Mrs Ma-
son’s  son, Christopher, said:
“We put our mother into care
with people we thought we
could trust. They let us down
completely.” He said the family
were paying between “£2,000
and £3,000 a month” for her
care. Daughter Elaine Smith
said Mrs Mason, who was born
and bred in Leicester and lived

_in Belgrave, was “very lively
and enjoyed life” before she
broke her hip and had to be ad-
mitted to Firlands.

Prime Life Limited, which
runs Firlands, declmed to com-
ment
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AIM: Operations director Steve Watton and group MD David Broome, of Adr0|t who have taken over Donington Park racetrack

by IAN GRIFFIN

BUSINESS EDITOR

Donington Park has been
saved-after a new company
took over the running of the
historic racing circuit.

Owner Kevin Wheatcroft’s
deal with Worcestershire con-
struction firm Adroit Group

has ended months of uncer-
tainty about the future of the

track.

Bosses at Adroit have vowed
to bring back the glory days to
the circuit by pumping mil-
lions of pounds into the derel-
ictsite.

The circuit was left unusable
after an attempttoturnitintoa
Formula One Grand Prix ven-
ue endeddisastrously last year.

David Broome, Adroit’s man-
aging director, said: “We in-
tend to bring the site back up to
a world class standard. The en-

"tire site needs attention while
.much of 1t will require a total

overha

The company has initially.

signed a 25-year lease but said
it planned to buy the freehold
within four years.

Adroit’s Steve Watton is the
circuit’soperationsdirector.

He said: “Our intention is to
buy the freehold once Doning-
tonPark isback on itsfeet.

“We are looking to put togeth-
er a pretty full calendar from
the beginning of September to
themiddle of November.”

“. crunch began.

‘bbNINGTON‘Park;s t'ronble‘\
_“began after itsowners leased

it to'a new company just
- monthsbefore thecredit.

Ini February 2007 it was an:
nounced that Donington
Ventures Leisure Limited, .
led by Simon Gillett from

Birstall, had taken overthe:
running of the tfack and had

planstoinvest in:it: :

In July 2008, the late Tom
Wheatcroft, whose family
owns the site, helped Mr Gil-
lett strike a deal with For-
mula One boss Bernie Eccle-
* stone to bring the British

Grand Prixto Donmgton

from:2010..

oA fewmonths later, Domng ;
ton Venturesunveiled at £100:

million: scheme to transform
the track and facilities.: :

Mr Watton, a former racing
car driver who has raced cars

around the Castle Donington

circuit, said: “It was a great op-
portunity for us to get involved
with an. iconic name. Oppor-
tunities like that don’t come
arcund very often.” -

He said the new management
was planning to resurrect the
iconic Dunlop bridge.
However, health and safety
laws means it will not beable to
straddle the track. Instead it
will stand at the side of the cir-
cuit.

blooming into a full-scale re-
cession; raising the cash

- proyedaproblem.

In February 2009, the na- o
tional media: reported that -
omngton Venturee was in

‘of £66 m]]hon

Two months later, in'April;
; oompany was bemg sued

Thenew operator is to host its

first event on August 15, when

vintage motoreycles wﬂl race
atthetrack. .
It will be followed by The Mas-

ters Series, featuring arange of -

historic racing cars on Septem-
ber 3to 5, and the British Tour-
ing Car- Championship on
September 18and 19.

The circuit lost a 17-year deal
to host the Formula One Brit-
ish Grand Prix last year after
failing to raise the £120 million
needed to upgrade the racing
track.

by the Wheatcroft family for -

failure to pay rent. The issue. -

was resolved out of court.
Alsolast year there was

atso anongoing planning

battle with North West

Leicestershire District Coun-

. cil over-circuit changes.

Permission was eventually
granted inlate June, but the
financial)problems for Mr:
Gilletf’s company were far
from over:

-By August ithad: emerged
that the £100 million plan .
was still short of investors to
the tune of £80 million.. =
. Inlate October, Donington:

‘Ventures finally admitted it

‘was not going to get the cash.
Mr Gillett. gave up the lease
and therunningofthe track:

‘reverted tothe Wheatcroft
‘ famﬂy

Donington Ventures Leisure,

the track’s former operator,
went into administration with
debts of £4.8 million in Novem-
ber.

Refurbishment work carried

out by Donington Ventures
was left unfinished, leading to
speculation about the track’s
racingfuture.

Mr Wheatcroft, whose late
father Tom bought the circuit
in 1971, said: “We feel we have
found the right people to move
Donington forward into a new
and exciting future.”

Woman quizzed
over bin blaze

A WOMAN was arrested after
a wheelie bin was pushed up
against a house and set alight.

The house in Groby Road,
Leicester, was targeted at
5.15am on Thursday, May 20.

The flames damaged the
front door but no-one was in-
jured.

Police said a 19-year-old wo-
man was quéstioned and re-
leased on police bail.

Pc Janine Hardy said: “Al-
though nobody was hurt it
could have quite easily been
far worse.

“I would urge anyone who
was in the area last Thursday
to contact me if they remem-
ber seeing someone acting
suspiciously in Groby Road.

“Any calls received will be
treated in confidence.”
® Contact Pc Hardy on 0116

| 222 2992,

M f u m ll
an facing jai

A 25-YEAR-OLD man accused
of perverting the course of
justice by giving false details-.
about himself to the police has
appeared incourt. * -

Mahammed Darvesh, of
Granby Avenue, Spinney Hill,
Leicester, admitted the offence
on August9last year.

He also pleaded guilty to
driving otherwise in accord-
ance with.alicencé and hav‘
ing no insurance.

The Leicester Crown Court
case was adjourned until June
18, for a pre-sentence report to -
be prepared. Darvesh was re-

- leased on bail.”;
- Judge Simon Hammond said:

“It is avery serious matter
and thé court will be consider—-
mg a custodlal sentence

Pellet gun attack

POLICE are inVestigatinga sus-
pected pellet gun attack on a
house.

Theattack i 1s thought to have
taken place on a house in Al-
lington Drive, - Birstall,
between . 8pm on -Wednesday,
May 5,and 8am the nextday:

Pc David Brown said: ‘“Al-
though the incident took place
during the night, I am hoping
someone may know who was
responsible.”

B Anyone with 1nformat1on
about the incident should call
Pc Brown 0n01162222222.

Noise is probed

POLICE were called to the park
off Sandhills Avenue in
Hamilton, Leicester yesterday
after receiving reports of a
loud ‘bang’.

Three men have been arres-
ted, two aged 18 and one aged
17, in connection with the in-
cident. Investigations are on-
going and no further details
have been released. :
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diarrhoea and was found to
have shallow breathing and
discolouration of the feet.

At the inquest, Firland’s care
centre manager at the time,
- Rachel Court, confirmed the
problems had been identified
the previousday.

However the inquest rmmwm
there was no evidence shé was
monitored, checked or even
seen between the hours of
1.20am and 7.05am on March
15. This was despite instruc-
tions she should be turned in
herbed every two hours.

Doctors at the hospital told
the inquest they believed Mrs
Mason’s condition had been Qm.
cliningforawhile. .

“Dr Malik gave clear evidence
that, in his view, if Mrs Mason
had been taken to hospital
earlier, either when the family
asked for a'medical review, or
when Mrs Mason became agit-
ated, or even when the GP at-
tended on March 9, on a bal-
ance of probabilities, Mrs Ma-
son.could have mﬁ.ﬁém ” the
coronersaid.

In conclusion, the coroner
said the failings were: “a mat-
ter of misjudgement by the pro-
fessionals rather than specific
intention toleave a sick woman
withoutassistance.”

She delivered a narrative ver-
dict that: “On the balance of
probabilities, her death, at the
time, was preventable if earlier
hospital medical intervention
and treatment had been sought
andgiven”.

After the inquest, Mrs Ma-
son’s son, Christopher, said:
“We put our mother into care
with people we thought we
could trust. They let us down
completely.” He said the family
were paying between “£2,000
and £3,000 a month” for her
care. Daughter Elaine Smith
said Mrs Mason, who was born
and bred in Leicester and lived
_in Belgrave, was “very lively
and enjoyed life” before she
broke her hip and had to be ad-
mitted to Firlands.

Prime Life Limited, which
runs Firlands, declined to com-
ment.
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by IAN GRIFFIN

BUSINESS EDITOR

Donington Park has been
saved after a new company
took over the running of the
historic racing circuit.

Owner Kevin Wheatcroft’s
deal with Worcestershire con-
struction firm Adroit Group

has ended months of uncer-
tainty about the future of the

track.

Bosses at Adroit have vowed
to bring back the glory days to
the circuit by pumping mil-
lions of pounds into the derel-
ictsite.

The circuit was left unusable
afteranattempttoturnitintoa
Formula One Grand Prix ven-
ueendeddisastrously last year.

David Broome, Adroit’s man-
aging director, said: “We in-
tend to bring the site back up to
a world class standard. The en-

" tire site needs attention while
.much of it will require a total

”

overha

The company has initially.
signed a 25-year lease but said
it planned to buy the freehold
within four years.

Adroit’s Steve Watton is the
circuit’s operationsdirector.

He said: “Our intention is to
buy the freehold once Doning-
tonPark isback on its feet.

“We are looking to put togeth-
er a pretty full calendar from
the beginning of September to
themiddle of November.”
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. ‘began after its'ownersleased
.ittoanew company just
months before the credit.
crunch began.

n February 2007 it was an
nounced that Donington
Ventures Leisure Limited
led by Simon Gillett from
Birstall, had taken overthe:.
runningof the track and had:
planstoinvest indt:: -

In July 2008; the late Tom
Wheatcroft; whose family
owns the site, helped Mr Gil-
lett strike a deal with For-
mula One boss Bernie Eccle-

: stone to bring the British
Grand Prixto UozEmﬁos
from:2010.

A fewmonths later, UoEbm.
ton Venturesunveiled at £100
millionscheme to ﬁ,msmmowE
the track mba mmomﬁmm

Mr Watton, a former racing
car driver who has raced cars
around the Castle Donington
circuit, said: “It was a great op-
portunity for us to get involved
with an- iconic name. Oppor-
tunities like that don’t come
arcund very often.” -

He said the new management
was planning to resurrect the
iconic Dunlop bridge.
However, health and safety
laws means it willnot be able to
straddle the track. Instead it
will stand mﬁ the side of the cir-
cuit.

: wﬁ Sﬁ% Em owmmn crunch
: EooEEm into'afull:scalere-
cession; raisingthe omm:
‘proved aproblem, - -
F February-2009, the na-

c E%os Ventureswasin:
financial trouble, with ngm
ofgeemillion.
i Two monthslater, Emﬁ;&
the oEmeN was gEm msmn

The new operator wm to woﬁ its

first event on August 15, when

vintage motorcycles SE race
atthetrack. .
It will be followed by The Mas-

ters Series, featuring arange of -

historicracing cars on Septem-
ber 3to 5, and the British Tour-
ing Car- Championship on
September 18and 19.

The circuit lost a 17-year deal
to host the Formula One Brit-
ish Grand Prix last year after
failing to raise the £120 million
needed to Eumwmmm the racing
track.

by the Smmﬂowom mmd:a\ moH.
failure to pay rent. The issue:
was resolved out of court.
Alsolast year there was
also an ongoing planning
battle with North West
Leicestershire District Coun-

cil overcircuit changes.

Permission was eventually
granted in late June, but the

- financial problems for Mr

Gillett’s conipany were »,mu.

- fromover.

By August ithad: mEmwma
that the £100 million plan =
was still short of investors to
the tune of £80 million.:

Inlate October; Donington
Ventures finally admitted it
was not going to get the cash.

Mr Gillett gave up the lease
and therunhing of the track

‘reverted tothe gmmﬁowom

H.mb:@

Donington Ventures Leisure,

the track’s former operator,
went into administration with
debts of £4.8 million in Novem-
ber.

Refurbishment work carried

out by Donington Ventures
was left unfinished, leading to
speculation about the track’s
racingfuture.

Mr Wheatcroft, whose late
father Tom bought the circuit
in 1971, said: “We feel we have
found the right people to move
Donington forward into a new
and exciting future.”
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over bin blaze

A WOMAN was arrested after
a wheelie bin was pushed up
against a house and set alight.

The house in Groby Road,
Leicester, was targeted at
5.15am on Thursday, May 20.

The flames damaged the
front door but no-one was in-
jured.

Police said a 19-year-old wo-
man was quéstioned and re-
leased on police bail.

Pc Janine Hardy said: “Al-
though nobody was hurt it
could have quite easily been
far worse.

“I would urge anyone who
was in the area last Thursday
to contact me if they remem-
ber seeing someone acting
suspiciously in Groby Road.

“Any calls received will be
treated in confidence.”
® Contact Pc Hardy on 0116

| 2229229,
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Man facing ._m__
A 25-YEAR-OLD man accused
of perver ting the course of

- justice by giving false details..

about himself to the police has
appeared in-court. :

Mahammed Darvesh, of
Granby Avenue, Spinney Hill,
Leicester, admitted the offence
on August9last year.

He also pleaded guilty to
driving otherwise in accord-
ance with.alicencé and wmﬁ
ing no insurance.

The Leicester Crown Court
case was adjourned until June
18, for a pre-sentence report to -
,cm prepared. Umudmmr wasre-
leased on bail.

- Judge Simon mmggosm said:

“It isa very serious matter
and the court will be oodemw..
Em a o:mﬁo&& mmsﬁmzom

Pellet gun attack

POLICE are E.qmmammﬁumw sus-
pected wmzﬁ. gun mﬁmow on a
house.

The attack is SocmE to have
taken. place on a house in Al-
lington Drive, - Birstall,
between . 8pm on Wednesday,
May 5, and 8am the next day:

Pc David Brown said: “Al-
though the incident toek place
during the night; I am hoping
someone may know Swo was
responsible.”

B Anyone with Eh.oﬂamﬁos
about the incident should call
Pc mwoés 0n01162222222.

zzma is probed

POLICE were called to the park
off Sandhills Avenue in
Hamilton, Leicester yesterday
after receiving reports of a
loud ‘bang’.

Three men have been arres-
ted, two aged 18 and one aged
17, in connection with the in-
cident. Investigations are on-
going and no further details
have been released.
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